BRET HARTE
MIDDLE SCHOOL

PARENT HANDBOOK

GO BRET HARTE BOBCATS!

Main Office: 872060
Parent Center: 872068
Community Academy: 873639

3700 Coolidge Avenu®akland, California 94602



DAILY SCHEDULE

Period Regular Day Minimum Day
A 7:55-8:45 7:55-8:45

1 8:50-9:45 8:50-9:25

2 9:50¢ 10:40 9:30¢ 10:05

3 10:45¢ 11:40 10:10¢ 10:45
4 11:45¢ 12:35 10:50¢ 11:25
LUNCH  12:35¢ 1:20 11:25¢ 12:05
5 1:25¢ 2:20 12:10¢ 12:45
6 2:25-3:15 12:50- 1:25

3 Minimum Days; Every Wednesday is a Minimum Day and
there are five additional Minimum Days:

1 Friday, May 9 (the day before Expo)
1 The last day of the first semester (Friday, January 25)

1 The last three days of school (Tuesday throughThursday, June 10
12)
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Pleasebe sure toread thedParent Guide to Oakland Unified
School District 20B2008¢ to learn more about distrigpolicies,

organiations and the rights of students and parents
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WHEN YOU VISIT THE SCHOOL

Bret Harte requires all visitors to sign in at the front office wh

they arrive.This policy is for campus safety.

' FGSN) aA3dyAy3d Ay 3IdzSadag oA

that they are a registered visitor. Thank you!
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WELCOME!

Dear Bret Harte Students and Families,

Welcome to the 20072008 school year. | hope you had a
great summer. As the principal of Bret Harte, | look forward to
meeting you. | am dedicated the students of Oakland and the
job that is before me. | always take on the task of being your
child's parent while they are in my care. | love students and work
hard toward their success. | am confident when | say the whole
Bret Harte family wants yo child to be successful!

The purpose of this handbook is to keep you informed and
to guide you through this year at Bret Harte. This handbook was
written by parents, for parents. | hope it answers all of your
questions. Parents and families are im@ort members of the
learning community and we want to encourage your involvement
and participation.

Please read and discuss the contents of this handbook
with your child. There is important information that you need to
know to ensure a successful schoebay. Of course | will be
available throughout the school year if you have questions or
concerns.

The Bret Harte family wishes you a successful year!

Sincerely,
Ms. Teresa Williams

Principal
Bret Harte Middle School

THANKS TO THE PTA AND PARENT CENT ER!
This Handbook is produced by the Bret Harte PTA and Parent Cgnter
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ADMINISTRATION

3 Principal Teresa Williambkas responsibility for all aspects of
Bret Harte Middle SchooBhe is in charge &" grade discipline,
coaching the staff, overseeing curriculum, managing the budget
and leading the school overaBhe also coordinates 8th gla
activities.

3 Assistant PrincipaMary Gilesis in charge of discipline f&"

graders She organizes assemblies and school actiyities

supervises Campus Security, presides over the School Attendance
Review Boardrad chairs the Safety Committedds.DAf Sa Q 2 ¥
has been moved to room 227 to better accommodafeggaders.

3 Assistant PrincipaBob Hoodis in charge of discipline faf"
graders He also oversees the physical site and sits on the Bret
Harte Improvement Committee.

3 Carolyn Tayloris theschool ounselor for all of Bret Harte's

students. The counselor is a connecting link between the school,

students, parents, teachers and the community. Counselor

responsibilities include:

1 Academic planning, goal setting and record keeping

1 Referals to outside agencies and school programs

1 Crisis prevention and intervention

1 Coordination of placement in bilingual, reading and special
education classes

1 Data processing for the school

1 Implementing the Master Schedule for the entire academic
program

Students who would like to see the counselor should fill
2dzi I aNXBljdzSaa (2 aSS O2dzyaSt 2
office for their appointment within one or two day$arents who
would like to see the counselor should make an appointment so
she can reserve time for their visit.
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ATTENDANCE ISSUES

3 Absenceg; Children who have been absent must bring a note
from their parent or guardian to the Attendance Office in the
morning before school startsAn excused absence will permit the
student to make up their school work. This note must include:
1. Stwlent®@ name

2. Date of absence

3. Reason for absence

4. Signature of the parent or guardian

The Attendance Office will give the student a PINK SLIP
(return from absence). This form needs to be signed by each
teacher to clear the absence. Teachers@gssnakeup work at
this time.

If the Attendance Office does not have a valid excuse
within 5 days of the stude® return, the absence is not cleared
and work cannot be made up. In the case of a lengthy absence,
parents must contact the counselor to ma&gangements for
make-up work.

3 Tardiness; Students must be in their assigned seats when the
period begins or they will be marked tardy. Tardiness can affect
their citizenship gradeStudents with excessive tardiness will be
referred to an administradr.

3 Leaving School Eartylf a student needs to leave school early
for a medical appointmenfior instance they mustbring a note
from home and take it tahe Attendance Office that morning.
This note must include:

1. Time studentneeds toleave

2. Phone number where parent can be contacted.

The Attendance Office will call the parent to verify the
early departure Clever sudents have been known to write notes
for themselves or their friends and then leave school for the day!
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GRADES

Expect to se six report cards throughout the year. They
are issued one week after the end of each Marking Period. All six
report cards will be mailed home one week after the marking
period ends.

Please be aware that marking period grades are used to
formulatethe SYSAGSNJ INI RS® | 2dz gAf

grades on the third report card of each semester.
Semester grades are extremely important because they
i KS
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GRADING FOR THE 2007 -2008 SCHOOL YEAR

Fall Semesr Spring Semester
August 27 to January 25 January 28 to June 12
End of 1st| End of 2nd| End of 3rd| End of 1st| End of 2nd| End of 3rd
Marking Marking Marking Marking Marking Marking
Period Period* Period Period Period* Period
Oct. 5 Nov.16 | Jan. % March 7 | April25 | June 12
[ 221 F2N) 82dzNJ OKAf RQa wSLJ2 NI

dates. They will be sent home with your child.




CLASSES

At Bret Harte, students take at least six classes everyday:
four academic classes (English, HistdMgth and Science),

Physical Education, and an elective or Reading. (The counselor
will let you know if your child will take reading.) Some students
Gr1S 'y FTRRAGAZ2YLFE StSOGAGS Of
before the regular school day begins.

3 Academic Classedn 6" grade, most classes are kept together
for 6" grade English and Ancient World History. Classes are also
kept together for &' grade Math and Earth Science. Usually, both
subjects are taught by one teacher. This type of schedising
OFrftf SR aO2NAYy3IéEéd LG KSE LA @&2dzy
elementary school to middle school with multiple teachers per
day.

In 7" grade, classes are kept together fdt grade English
and World History. However™grade science is taughyb
teachers who specialize in Life Science. Seventh graders have the
opportunity to take ' grade Math or Algebra. Admission into
Algebra is determined by the Algebra Readiness Test which is
administered to students in the spring of grade.

In 8" grade, classes are taught by specific subject teachers
in English, American History, Mathematics and Physical Science.
Depending on their math readines<" §rade students take Pre
Algebra, Algebra, or Geometry.

3 Elective Classeg~oreign language electivexlude Spanish
A/B, | and I, Mandarin and. Japanese. Instrumental music
electives include Beginning Strings, Orchestra, Beginning Band,
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Advanced Band and Jazz Band. Art is also avaiiieése check
newsletter

3 Physical EducationP.E. uniforms areequired for all students
and students are required to dress for P.E. everydatyidents
who do not dress will be issued a "suit cufter three suit cuts,
parents will be informed of a possible "F" grade.

The P.E. teacher and counselor should berm&d of any
health-related problems your child might have that might prevent
them from P.E. participationStudents must have a doctor's
excuse before they can be excused from participating in P.E. (also
known as P.E. Rest).

The required standard unifm is:
1 Bret Harte logo gym short

1 Bret Harte logo crew neckshirt
1 Rubber soled athletic shoes

T White socks

Optional gear for colder weather includes:
1 Bret Harte logo pullover sweatshirt
1 Bret Harte logo sweatpants

P.E. uniforms can be purchakat Registration or at:
Jade Soccer

2433 MacArthur Blvd.

482-0900




FACULTY

Each teacher instructs four to five periods each day. This
leaves one period available for parent conferences and class
preparation.

If you would like to speak withteache, please call the
school secretary at 872060 and ask to leave a message for the
GSFOKSNXY ! gNARGGSY YSaal3asS gat
mailbox

After the teacher picks up the message, the teacher will
know toreturn your call. Please be aware thaeatchersare
unable to speak with parentshen they are in class with
students.

Many teachers and parents find that email communication
is effectiveand convenientMost teachers will be happy to call
you at home in the evening if you prefer.

TEACHER UBJIECT ROOM | CONF

Alsop, Marya Special EducatieBD(Hearing | 205A 5
Impaired

Babcock, Katy ResourceSpecialist 110 2

Bradford, Eric Math 6/7 306 2

Brethauer, Sheila Special EducatioKisually 108 3
Impaired

Brown, Keith Endish/History 6 305 3

Brown,Roy P.E. Gym 4

Brubaker, Wendy Art 221 1

Chaffers, Alvin Alg A/Alg 204 4

Chiment, Elizabeth | Special EducatieBDHearing | 220 6
Impaired
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Chisholm, Linda Core 8 306 3
Christensen, Flint Math 6 307 5
ColtLacayo, Amy Newcomers 201 3
Dahberg, Ingemar | Endish8 205 6
Davis, Justin ScencédMath 302 3
Fitzsimmons, Kent | Core 7 100
Freidman, Kate Resource Specialist 111 2
Gray, Florence Special EducatieBDC 223

Grey, Asia Endish/History 7 200 3
Gulley, Antonio P.E. Gym 1
Harris, April Endish/History 6 208 5
Hughes, Caitlin Science 6 303 5
Koo, Ben Science 6/7 115 5
Mabry-Abram, Mae | Core 7 214 6
Major-Taylor, Endish/History 8 202 6
Virginia

Mates, Peter Core 7 206 5
Morris, lila Reading 6/READ 180 101
Newell, Jennifer GeometryAlg 218 6
Ostrom, Tim Science 8 217 1
Payne, William Special EducatieBDC 213 5
Price, Martel Social Studies/Reading 6 300 1
Promes, Julie Special EducaticBH 107
Quach, Tu Algebra 209 2
Roy, Andrew Reading 7/8 203 3
Salazar, James P.E. Gym 5
SchiesserSteven English/History 6 304 4
Silberstein, Rachel | Newcomer Math/Science 207 3
Stubbs, Brendon Science 8 215 1
Sultan, Summer P.E. Gym 2
Sutton, Connie Spanish 223 3
Tapia, Gabriela Math 6/7 309 4
Tracy, Catherine Special EducatieBDC 212 6
Walskam, Katharine | Science 7 113 3
Wann, Wei Mandarin 201
Warner, Anne Endish8 208 4
Wolfe, Christine Spanish 225 6
Wong, Patricia Math 7 216 4
Worm, Duanne Instrumental Music 229 4
Yoshimura, Miyuki | Japanese 308 5
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RULES, DISCIPLINE AND SECURITY

Eaty in the school year, the administrators hold a grade
and gender specific Discipline Assembly to review rules of
behavior. Many of the following topics are discussed, as well as
GKS ay2 G2t SNl yOS¢ aSEdz t KI NI
review the® rules with your child.

Dress CodeThis is school. Dress to learn. If you have a doubt
about your attireR2 y Qi 6 S NJ AU @

1 Skirts, dresses and shorts must NOT be shorter than your
extended arm (fingertips).

1 No bare midriff. There should be NO skin shayletween
the bottom of your top and the top of your pants, skirt or
shorts.

1 No halter tops, no bare back or shoulder (one sleeve out is
not allowed). No spaghetti strap tops without a shirt or
jacket.

1 Shoes or sandals must be worn at all times. Houseshoe
are not allowed.

1 Wearing of any attire, slogans, initials, colors or jewelry
that advocate gang participation, use of drugs or vulgarity
is prohibited. Any jewelry or clothing depicting weapons
will not be allowed. It will be confiscated or student vl
sent home to change.

1 Clothing should not be revealing; undergarments should
not be exposed.

1 Headgear, hats, visors and sunglasses are not allowed
inside classrooms.

121 @S Ol LA 6WR2Q NI 3Jaov | NB y:

1 No cuts in pants that are too revealing

1 No pajamas.

School Security OfficersBret Harte has four security officers
who work to maintain a safe and secure school environment for
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the students. They supervise students in front of school, during
lunchtime and during the passing periods.

Detention - After school administrative detention was established
to deal with minor offensesStudents assigned to detention
receive notice of their day at least one day prior to serving the
detention. Students who fail to serve their detention will be
suspenetd.

The Bret Harte Five

1. To promote a positive learning environment, students will
show respect toward all adults, peers and classroom visitors.
2. Students will come to class with all required materials, enter
and exit the classroom in an orderly nraer, and be in their
assigned seats and ready to work when class begins.

3. Bathroom passes will not be available during academic time,
including two period core classes, except under exceptional
circumstances (medicalrcumstances)Students are to plan
accordingly.

4. To maintain a safe and healthy atmosphere, candy, gum,

sunflower seeds, and other food or drink may not be consumed in

class, or in the hallways.

5. To emphasize an academic atmosphere, the following items
are not to be displayed on campusacluding during lunch or
passing periods: Sports caps, head coverings, scooters,
skateboards, skate shoe¥ugi-oh cards, electronic devices (i.e.
pagers, cell phones, CD players, portable video games), or other
items which are a distraction.
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SCHOOL-TO-HOME COMMUNICATION

3 Messages given to studentsBe sure to ask your child if
he/she has been given anything at school which is for you.

aSaal3Sa FTNRY e2dzNJ OKAf RQa UGSt

flyers are passed to the children.K SO1 6 KI 1 Q& AY

3 Monthly newsletter ¢ Important school information as well as

CI
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month to read it. It is sent to every home from October to June. If
you do not eceive it, please tell the Parent Center.

3 Email announcementg School announcements are emailed
every week. Contact the Parent Center at
bhparentcenter@yahoo.conf you would like to receive these
announcements.

3 Recorded announcements School anouncements are also
recorded on the Parent Center Hotline every two weeks. You may
listen 24 hours/day by calling 87868.

3 Web Siteg Check our web site at

http://www.brethartepta.org/ for announcementsand other
information about the school.
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