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Bret Harte PTA Update 

Weõve had three meetings so far this 
year. Parents and teachers have brought 
a great deal of energy and effort to our 
partnership. Here are some rem inders:  

¶ We meet the 2 nd Wednesday of each 
month, at 7 pm. PTA meetings 
follow the 5:30 pm SSC meetings. 
All are invited to attend.  

¶ We just approved a budget for the 
year, designed to support all 
students. Please see page 2 for 
details.  

¶ We are maintaining an up-to-date 
website. Please see page 3 for 
details.  

PTA News 

Dear Parents and Faculty, 

I want to thank all of you for your 
efforts at Bret Harte. Faculty members: 
Many parents noticed a marked 
improvement at the beginning of the 
school year. We know a lot of this was 
due to your efforts and your 
coalescence as a team. While parents 
realize the school has faced some issues 
since the school year began, we believe 
things will get bett er.  

Parents: Similarly, faculty members 
notice your efforts towards making the 
school even better. An organic Parent 
Patrol group has formed. Parents have 
offered to write grants for programs. 
Lunch clubs are being financially 
supported.  

Together, weõre acting as a team. This 
partnership makes a difference for all of 
Bret Harteõs students. 

Contents 

PTA News 1 

Dear Parents and Faculty 1 

Upcoming Events 1 

Budget Overview 2 

Lunch Clubs 2 

School Improvement Teams 2 

Yosemite Update 2 

Recruitment  2 

Teacher Mini-Grants 2 

Bobcat òBytesó 3 

òImagineó 3 

Arts & Music Committee 3 

Expenditures Approved 3 

Academic Excellence 4 

8th Grade Promotion 4 

Contact Information  4 

Teacherõs Holiday Luncheon 4 

¶ Do you want to see a special 
project sponsored at the school? 
Please let the PTA know. We may 
be able to help out or connect 
you with other parents or 
teachers who are interested in 
the same project.  

¶ We are offering teacher mini -
grants again this year. Please see 
page 2 for more details.  

¶ Page 2 also has information 
about a budget for school 
improvement teams.  

 

Most faculty members and many 
parents have joined the Parent -
Teacher Association. Thank you. (For 
those who haven't, please consider 
joining. See our website for an 
application.)  

I'd like all of you to have a better 
idea of what we are doing to support 
teachers and all of Bret Harteõs 
students. Iõm not sure how often 
weõll produce a newsletter like this 
one. For now, though, I thought this 
might be an easier way for you to  
read about PTAõs activities. 

Thanks again for all your work. I hope 
you all have a great Thanksgiving 
Recess. 

Shawna Brekke-Read 
PTA President 

Ms.  Teresa  Wi l l iams,  Pr incipa l  

Upcoming 
Events 

§ December 12 ð 
Winter Concert  

§ December 14 ð 
Teacher/Staff 
Holiday 
Luncheon ð 
sponsored by 
PTA! 

§ TBA ð PTA 
Holiday Party 

 



The PTA decided to budget spending 
about $13,000 more than projected 
income this year. At our Octo ber 
meeting, the membership agreed 
that: (1) the PTA has money in the 
bank and should spend it on current 

Budget Overview 

The PTA is offering $25/meeting (up 
to one meeting per week) stipends 
to teachers who offer lunch clubs 
for students to explore common 
interests. The PTA budgeted for five 
clubs and will award stipends for 
clubs pre-approved by Ms. Williams 
on a first -come/first -serve basis. By 
consensus, the membership agreed 

Lunch Clubs 

School Improvement Teams 

Remember ð you 

donõt know whatõs 

possible if you 

donõt ask. The PTA 

membership 

created its budget 

based on requests 

and suggestions 

from teachers and 

parents like you. Is 

there something 

you want funded?  

Tell us!   
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students, and (2) the PTA should 
establish a culture of some more 
fundraising and more aggressive 
spending to support Bret Harte 

students.  

that it would consider additional 
approved clubs on a case-by-case 
basis. 

The PTA budgeted an additional 
$500 for supplies for lunch clubs. 
This money is not available for 
consumables (like food or yarn), bu t 
it is available for start -up costs. 

Budget News 

Yosemite Update 

The PTA has set aside a total of $800 
for school improvement teams' 
proposals. At this time, the PTA 
understands the positive school 
climate team would like some 
money for prizes for students. This 
money is available upon request for 

all teams, however. The school 
climate team should note that 
"Imagine" t-shirts and Bret Harte 
water bottles are  also available as 
prizes. Please contact Michael 
Pendelton (t -shirts) or Lesley 
Johnson-Gelb (water bottles).  

The PTA will act as the fiscal 
sponsor for the Yosemite Institute 
leadership program next spring. It 
also budgeted $4,000 for sponsorship 
of the YI program. Teacher Anne 
Warner announced that Yosemite 
Institute awarded Bret Harte a 
$2,700 scholarship. Parent Brenda 
Hansen will prepare grant 
applications to Lowe's ($5,000) and 
Target ($1,000) for additional funds 
for Yosemite.  

The PTA budgeted $500 for recruiting 
new families. PTA members put 
together a school brochure. (Have you 
seen it? A color version is available on 
our website.) The PTA has paid for 
paper for brochures and letters. All 5th 
graders in Bret Harte's feeder schools 
received a letter from Ms. Williams, as 
did all 5th grade GATE students in 
OUSD. They worked: Information Night 
was òstanding room only.ó 

 

 

Recruitment 

Teacher Mini-Grants 

$3,000 is available again this 
year for Teacher Grants. This 
money is meant to pay for 
classroom supplies for teachers, 
and not all of it has been 
requested for the past two 
years.  

 

We're trying to do more outreach 
this year. Teachers can apply for up 
to $200. Please see the flyers left in 
your box and contact Brenda Hansen 
if you need addi tional information.  
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The Bret Harte school website is 
sponsored by the PTA. The 
organization pays for it, and a 
parent voluntee r (Pam Eguchi Miller) 
updates it regularly. The OUSD 
website address for Bret Harte 
redirects to the PTA website, 
www.brethartepta.org    

Pam has been posting information 
and updates on the website on a 
regular basis. While not all parents 
use the website or have access to 

Bobcat Bytes (aka: Website News) ð brethartepta.org 

the internet, we realize an 
increasing number do. We would like 
to add teacher's email addresses and 
teachers' website addresses to the 
website as well. Sharon Higgins is 
helping gather this info rmation. 
Faculty members: Could you help 
her by providing your information?  

Also, if you ever have information 
you'd like posted on the website, 
please contact Pam Eguchi Miller.  

The PTA is funding half the cost of 
the "Imagine" mural being done on 
the retaining wall of the lower field. 
The mural will be done by students 
under the direction of local artist 
(and former BH parent) Debbie 
Koppman. Parent and PTA member 
Michael Pendelton helped secure a 
$2,000 grant from Jean Quanõs 
office. The PTAõs Arts & Music Fund 
is funding $1,500. The remaining 
$500 is from another grant.  

Michael also helped get t -shirts 
donated by The Gap. The PTA paid 

òImagineó 
for silkscreening, and a t -shirt was 
given to all individuals who 
participated in Community Work 
Day. 

Finally, the PTA has a limited 
number of òImagineó cloth shopping 
bags available. Other schools (like 
Oakland Technical High School) will 
soon be selling their own bags (with 
a similar theme/design). It will be a 
powerful message in Oakland when 
public school parents and teachers 
use cloth shopping bags promoting 
public schools. 

Parent Carrie Lederer suggested an 
Art Show for all Bret Harte students. 
She proposed a theme of students' 
place in the natural world (titled 
"Paved Paradise: Perspectives on 
(Human) Nature." Her proposal 
engendered discussion and more 
ideas, including hosting an artist and 
craftsperson workshop for students 
to see what is possible for creating 
art. Carrie is looking for other folks 
to help. Are you interested? Please 
contact her. Sheõll then come back 
with more information at our next 
meeting.  

Arts & Music Committee 

 

Expenditures Approved 

¶ Lunch club stipends for knitting (Anne Warner and April 
Harris), movie club  (Anne Warner), and cooking club (Julie 
Promes). All of these teachers are PTA members. 

¶ $250 entry fee for the Cal State East Bay jazz festival, 
understanding that it requires Mr. Worm's final approval.  

¶ Reimbursements to Parent Center Coordinator Sharon 
Higgins for postage and paper for newsletter.  

¶ Reimbursements to Parent and PTA member David Yungert 
for Work Day (and other school project) supplies.  

¶ Reimbursement to Parent and PTA member Katy Collins for 
Work Day food. 

¶ Reimbursement to Parent and PTA member Lesley Johnson-
Gelb for paper (recruiting) and food (Work Day.)  

This graphic was designed 
and donated by David Asari, 
a local graphic designer.  

http://www.brethartepta.org/


 

By consensus, the membership 
agreed to consider expenditures 
supporting the 8th grade promotion 
and recognition awards, medals and 
sashes for outstanding students.  

The PTA is also encouraging 7th 
grade parents to support 8th grade  
promotion activities.  

Last year, Parent Michael Pendelton 
suggested the PTA provide a way for 
Bret Harte students to compete in 
academic competitions. While the 
school wasnõt able to participate as 
fully as we would have liked last 
year, Michael and Teresa Williams 
are making sure Bret Harte students 
are able to compete this year.  

Academic Excellence 

8
th

 Grade Promotion 

 

 

 

 

The PTA will financially sponsor 
academic competitions, such as the 
National Geographic Bee, Spelling 
Bee, Math Counts. 

Are you interested in working on any 
of these? Please contact Michael 

Pendelton.  

Some parents have also asked about 
the Magazine Drive: Where does the 
money go? What does it fund? 
Historically, the school has used the 
proceeds from the magazine drive 
and dances to fund promotion 
activities. These include renting the 
Scottish Rite Temple for  the 
promotion ceremony and sponsoring 
the 8 th grade trip and the 8 th grade 
dinner/dance.  

Holiday Luncheon ð Friday, December 14 

Most importantly, all teachers ar e invited to a Holiday Luncheon, 
sponsored by the parent arm of the PTA. Itõs our way of saying òThank 
youó and wishing you a happy holiday (and vacation!) season.  

Parents, would you like to help? Please contact Tricie Evans or Katy 

Collins. 

Contact Information 

Michael Pendelton bobcats@sonic.net 

Chris Vernon   vernfami@pacbell.net  

Carrie Lederer  carrielederer@yahoo.com 

Brenda Hansen  myelin@ix.netcom.com 

Pam Eguchi Miller webmaster@brethartepta.org  

Katy Collins   kmcollins3@comcast.net 

Tricie Evans   tricie.evans@sf.ddb.com 

Shawna Brekke-Read brekkeread@california.com 
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