
Dear Parents, Guardians and Community Members, 
 
We hope things are going smoothly for both you and your child so far this year. If you 
have any questions or need help, please feel free to call us in the Parent Center at 879-
2068, leave a message in our box in the Main Office, or write to us at 
bhparentcenter@yahoo.com.
 
Due to the absence of internet service in the Parent Center, email announcements will be 
posted every other week, rather than weekly, until this problem is corrected. In the 
meantime, please be patient with our email response times.

  
School Announcements

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS DEADLINE: The deadline for submissions to us for the 
October newsletter is Wednesday, September 12. Short articles (200 to 300 words), 
announcements and useful tips are welcome. Please send your submissions electronically 
to bhparentcenter@yahoo.com. Thank you!
JOINT SSC/PTA POTLUCK MEETING: Please join us Wednesday, September 12 at 6 
PM for a potluck and a joint meeting of the Bret Harte School Site Council (SSC) and 
the Parent Teacher Association (PTA). Meet other parents, guardians and staff 
members. Learn about all the active groups and activities at Bret Harte. Find out about 
the teacher/staff retreat and the formation of school improvement teams. Hear a 
report from the principal. Give input about PTA meetings and the PTA's efforts for the 
year. Make a difference. Eat dinner. Socialize. Bring a favorite dish to share. Drinks will 
be provided. Childcare and translation will also be provided. Please email Shawna Brekke-
Read (brekkeread@california.com) or call her at 482-1296 for more information.
 
New parent/community members will be elected at this first meeting. To learn more 
about the role of the School Site Council, please read “A Brief Lesson about the SSC” at 
the end of these announcements.
 
BACK-TO-SCHOOL ON SEPTEMBER 19: This year Bret Harte’s “Back-to-School” has 
a new format. In the past, parents attended a general meeting in the Cafetorium and 
then followed their children’s daily schedules for the remainder of the evening, ten 
minutes in each classroom. 
 
This year, our teachers will be available to speak with parents from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m. on Wednesday, September 19. Parents can drop by the school, pick up a campus 
map, and visit classrooms to meet their children’s teachers informally. We are hoping 
that this flexibility will permit more parents to attend, enhance the quality of parents’ 
initial teacher contacts, and offer parents, with more than one child at the school, the 
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opportunity to meet all of their children’s teachers on this day.
 
When it is over, please let us know how this new format has worked for you 
(bhparentcenter@yahoo.com).
 

Help Needed
 

NEWSLETTER ASSEMBLY: If you are available, please come to the Parent Center 
about 10:00 a.m. on Friday, September 21 to help us with the assembly of October’s 
newsletter. You’ll be folding, stapling and counting. The job takes 2-4 hours, depending 
on the number of helpers who come. 
 
NEWSLETTER MAILING: Bret Harte needs a parent volunteer who will be responsible 
for delivering our newsletters to the Bulk Mail office on a Friday afternoon, one time a 
month, for this school year (nine total trips). The job consists of driving down to the 
office at the USPS building in West Oakland, carrying the boxes in, and completing 
simple paperwork. Beforehand, you will receive clear instructions and a short training. 
Please contact Sharon in the Parent Center if this is a job that you can do for Bret 
Harte.

Community Events
 
OAKLAND MATH CIRCLE: The Oakland Math Circle is a weekly after-school 
mathematics enrichment program for enthusiastic and motivated Oakland students in 
middle school (grades 5 to 8). The Oakland Math Circle welcomes all Oakland middle 
school students who like math, and it targets ethnic minorities (especially African-
Americans) traditionally underrepresented in mathematics. 
 
Each week, students will play with mathematical ideas beyond a typical middle school 
curriculum.  Topics will be explored with hands-on activities. Come build rockets, do line 
dances, and explore music—all using mathematics!  Our goal is to make math fun and 
exciting, and snacks will also be provided!  Best of all, it’s free! 
 
Date:              Wednesday evenings beginning September 12, 2007
Time:             5:00 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.
Location:       Museum of African American Technology (MAAT) Science Village, 408 
14th St., Oakland. The museum is between Broadway and Franklin St., one block away 
from the 12th St. Oakland City Center BART station.
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Schedule
(No classes on 26 March 2008.)

Topic Geometry: Sliding 
Shapes

Trigonometry: Rocket 
Blastoff

Math and Music Statistics: All That 
Data!

Starting Day 12 September 2007
(Orientation)

17 October 2007 30 January 2008 5 March 2008

Ending Day 10 October 2007 14 November 2007 27 February 2008 9 April 2008 
Length of Topic 5 weeks 5 weeks 5 weeks 5 weeks
 
Application Form (Word Document)
Application Form (PDF File)
 
If you have any questions about the program, please contact Jamylle Carter using the 
information provided below.  We look forward to seeing you at the Oakland Math Circle!
 
Contact Information
 
Jamylle Carter, Ph.D.
Director, Oakland Math Circle
jcarter@exploratorium.edu 
415.561.0313
 
OUSD MEETINGS: In a healthy democracy, citizens need to be informed so that they 
can fully participate. To learn about our city’s school system, you might want to 
periodically attend State Administrator &/or School Board meetings at OUSD 
headquarters. There are two such meetings in September: Wednesday, September 12 
from 4:00 – 8:00 p.m. and Wednesday, September 26 from 4:00 – 8:00 p.m. They will be 
held in the Board Room of the Paul Robeson Building at 1025 2nd Ave., Oakland.
 
FREE OUTDOOR CONCERT SERIES: The City of Oakland Office of Parks and 
Recreation & Councilmember Jean Quan (District 4, Bret Harte’s district) present 
“Sundays In The Redwoods” at the Woodminster Outdoor Amphitheater, 3300 Joaquin 
Miller Road. The Oakland East Bay Symphony will perform on Sunday, September 23. 
World Music Fest featuring the John Santos Quintet with Orestes Vilato and others 
will perform on Sunday, September 30. Seating is limited. Gates open at 2:00 p.m. 
Concerts begin at 3:00 p.m. Complimentary shuttle service will be available from 
Fruitvale BART. For more information visit www.oaklandnet.com/parks/sundays. 
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Something Special This Year
 
BRET HARTE “IMAGINE” BAGS: Did you know the City of Oakland has outlawed the 
use of plastic bags at grocery stores? The law will come into effect later this year, but 
you can be ahead of the game. "Imagine." The PTA is selling sturdy cotton grocery bags 
with a logo that identifies Bret Harte (and will put its name in the community), while 
supporting all of Oakland 's public schools. The bags are strong enough to hold two 
gallons of milk plus additional groceries. At $10, they cost less than similar bags sold at 
neighborhood grocery stores. Imagine. You can support Oakland 's public schools, spread 
the word about Bret Harte, and contribute to a better environment, all at one time. 
Contact Shawna Brekke-Read (482-1296 or brekkeread@california.com) to purchase a 
bag. Or, leave a note with your name and number with $10 in an envelope in the PTA box 
at the front office. Imagine.
 
Please contact us if you have any questions.
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A Brief Lesson about the SSC
Sharon Higgins

 
Sometimes parents have ideas and opinions about the school their child attends, but they don’t always 
know the best way for their suggestions to be heard. Attending School Site Council meetings can be a 
meaningful way for parents to engage with the school, share what they know and participate in 
important decision-making. 
 
Who is on the SSC? The School Site Council is a balanced, elected body of parents/community 
members and teachers/staff. Additionally, the principal is a member. At least three parent/community 
members and two alternates are needed to serve. The current term of duty for parents is two years. 
Parent members are determined at the first meeting of the school year.
 
What is the SSC? The School Site Council is responsible for developing, monitoring and evaluating 
the school’s plan for student achievement. This group also determines how federal funds should be 
spent at the school, such as the purchasing of special programs, new equipment and learning materials. 
It is mandatory for schools to operate a School Site Council.
 
When & Where does the SSC meet? The only time commitment required of members is attendance at 
the monthly meetings (8-9/year) and attendance at occasional additional meetings (1-2/year). Meetings 
typically last for 60 to 90 minutes. This year they will be held on the second Wednesday of every 
month (except December) at 5:30 p.m. in Room 102. 
 
Why does the SSC meet? Because we serve many low-income students, Bret Harte receives a 
significant amount of the federal funds known as Title I funds. The intent of this funding is to provide a 
supplement to the educational funding for low-income students. We strongly encourage and invite  



parents/guardians from low-income families to attend SSC meetings and participate in the decision-
making for how this funding is spent. 
 
How does the SSC operate? At SSC meetings, proposals are made by the principal, school staff, or by 
parents. The proposal is discussed and then members cast their votes for, or against, it. All parents are 
welcome to attend the meetings and to offer their ideas and comments, but only elected SSC members  
may vote. The recorded minutes of SSC meetings officially document the process in which such 
decisions have been made at the school.
 
Sincerely,
Sharon Higgins and Eva La, Parent Coordinators
The Parent Center 
879-2068


